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to give the finest and most satisfactory illustrations; and thus to
instruct his audience while he made them merry.

CHAPTER XIX.

WHILE our friend was in this way living very happily, Melina
and the rest were in quite a different case. Wilhelm they haunted
like evil spirits; and not only by their presence, but frequently
by rueful faces and bitter words, they caused him many a sorry
moment. Serlo had not admitted them to the most trifling part,
far less held out to them any hope of a permanent engagement ;
and yet he had contrived, by degrees, to get acquainted with the
capabilities of every one of them. Whenever any actors were
assembled in leisure hours about him, he was wont to make them
read, and frequently to read along with them. On such occasions,
he took plays which were by and by to be acted, which for a long
time had remained unacted; and generally by portions. In like
manner, after any first representation, he caused such passages
to be repeated as he had anything to say upon; by which means
he sharpened the discernment' of his actors, and strengthened
their certainty of hitting the proper point. And as a person of
slender but correct understanding may produce more agreeable
effect on others, than a perplexed and unpurified genius, he would
frequently exalt men of mediocre talents, by the clear views which
he imperceptibly afforded them, to a wonderful extent of power*
Nor was it an unimportant item in his scheme, that he likewise
had poems read before him in their meetings; for by these he
nourished in his people the feeling of that charm which a well-
pronounced rhythm is calculated to awaken in the soul; whereas
in other companies, those prose compositions were already getting
introduced, for which any tyro was adequate*

On occasions such as these, he had contrived to make himself
acquainted with the new-come players: he had decided what they
were, and what they might be;, and silently made up his mind to
take advantage of their talents, in a revolution which was now
threatening his own company. For a while he let the matter
rest; declined every one of Wilhelm's intercessions for his com-
rades, with a shrug of the shoulders; till at last he saw his time,
altogether unexpectedly made the proposal to our friend,